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Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a group of manmade chemicals that have been used for a wide 

variety of residential, commercial, and industrial uses. PFAS are considered emerging environmental 

contaminants and the health effects are not well known. The presumed source of PFASs in groundwater near 

the Fairbanks International Airport (FAI) is the use of fire-fighting foams at Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting 

(ARFF) training areas. The FAI has hired Shannon & Wilson to test private water-supply wells for PFASs. 

 

The FAI has tested over 80 private water-supply 

wells starting in November 2017. Some properties 

in the well testing area are connected to the College 

Utilities water system and do not have water wells. 

 

We are testing water for perfluorooctane 

sulfonate (PFOS), perfluorooctanoic acid 

(PFOA), and several other PFASs. 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 

(EPA) health advisory level for drinking water is 

70 parts per trillion for PFOS, PFOA, or the 

sum of the two. 

 

We advise that residents with test results above this 

level do not use their water for drinking or cooking. 

The health advisory level has been set based on the 

latest peer-reviewed science. However, the human 

health risks associated with PFAS exposure are 

not well established. 

 

Test results are typically available within three to 

four weeks. 

 

PFASs are used in a large number of products 

ranging from fabric waterproofing compounds, 

non-stick cookware, stain-resistant carpeting, 

some food packaging, and firefighting foams. 

 

An updated PFAS results map is available at: 

www.dot.alaska.gov/faiiap/arff-training-areas-

contamination.shtml  

 

 

For questions about well testing and study: 

Shannon & Wilson Inc. 

Marcy Nadel, Project Manager 

Phone: 907-479-0600 

Email: mdn@shanwil.com 

 

For regulatory questions: 

Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

Robert Burgess, Contaminated Sites Program 

Phone: 907-451-2153 

Email: robert.burgess@alaska.gov  

 

For questions about PFAS health effects: 

Alaska Dept. of Health & Social Services 

Stacey Cooper, Health Assessor 

Phone: 907-269-8016 

Email: stacey.cooper@alaska.gov  

 

To arrange your next water delivery: 

Vision Construction 

Phone: 907-479-0380 

Email: water@visionunited.com 

 

For questions about ARFF training & other  

inquiries: 

Angie Spear, Division Operations Manager 

Phone: 907-474-2529 

Sammy Loud, Communications Specialist 

Phone: 907-474-2522 

Email: FAIgroundwater@alaska.gov 

http://www.dot.alaska.gov/faiiap/arff-training-areas-contamination.shtml
http://www.dot.alaska.gov/faiiap/arff-training-areas-contamination.shtml
mailto:jak@shanwil.com
mailto:robert.burgess@alaska.gov
mailto:stacey.cooper@alaska.gov
https://www.google.com/search?ei=-xwfWsrKGMfEjAP_vaigDQ&q=vision+construction+fairbanks+ak&oq=vision+construction+fa&gs_l=psy-ab.3.0.0l3j0i22i30k1l4.3741.4062.0.5066.3.3.0.0.0.0.175.448.0j3.3.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.3.445....0.lZWf59qVxe8
mailto:water@visionunited.com
mailto:FAIgroundwater@alaska.gov

